Crickhowell Conservation Area
Name of
Committee
Date

3rd September 2019

Report Author

Helen Lucocq / Janet Poole

Job title

Principal Planning Officer (Policy)
Senior Built Heritage Officer
Helen.lucocq@beacons-npa.gov.uk

Contact Details

1.1

National Park Authority

Purpose of Report

To seek member approval to consult on proposed revisions
to Crickhowell Conservation Area

Single Integrated
Assessment
List of Enclosures

N/A

Public Interest Test

N/A

Recommendation(s)

a) To approve the publication of the Crickhowell
Conservation Area Appraisal (Consultation draft) for
the purposes of an 8 week public consultation

Enclosure 1 Crickhowell Conservation
Appraisal (Consultation draft)

Area

Introduction or Background

Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 imposes a duty
on Local Planning Authorities (LPA’s) to determine and review their locality to define ‘areas of
special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to
preserve or enhance’ and to designated them as Conservation Areas.

Conservation areas are designated for their overall quality rather than just focussing on
individual buildings. They are an amalgamation of the area’s positive historic features including
the grouping of buildings; the spaces between buildings; materials, boundaries; views; routes;
open spaces; and past and present land uses. These features combine to form the special
interest worthy of conservation area status.
The Crickhowell and Llangattock Conservation Area is one of four conservation areas within
the Brecon Beacons National Park and was designated in 1969.
Planning authorities have a duty to protect Conservation Areas from development which would
harm their special historic or architectural character and this is reflected in the policies
contained in the National Park’s Local Development Plan. The regular review of Conservation
Areas can ensure that the designated area continues to demonstrate clear architectural and
historic interest, it can also establish whether boundaries need amendment; and identify
potential measures for enhancing and protecting the Area.
In 2009 members resolved to carry out a rolling program of Conservation Area Appraisals
(CAA’s) to meet its responsibilities under the above Act. Brecon, Hay on Wye and Talgarth
Conservation Area appraisals and boundary reviews were approved and designated between
2010 and 2016.
Officers have sought to undertake the review of the Crickhowell and Llangattock Conservation
Area through the Crickhowell Place Plan process. Through this consultation with the
community it was agreed that the Llangattock and Crickhowell elements of the Conservation
Area should be separated. The review of the Llangattock Consultation Area will be presented
to Members for consultation, later this year.
Accordingly Officers are now seeking to finalise this programme of review, and are seeking
Member approval to consult on the revised Conservation Area for Crickhowell for a period of
8 weeks.
1.2

Proposals

The Conservation Area Appraisal process has followed a three step process, the detail of which
can be found within the draft Conservation Area Appraisal for Crickhowell.
-

A review of the existing conservation area boundary and assessment of any necessary
amendments
The identification of elements of place which contribute or detract from the character
of Crickhowell
The definition of measures proposed to maintain or improve the positive character,
local distinctiveness and sense of place of Crickhowell.

This process has determined seven distinct character areas for Crickhowell, amendments to
the existing boundary and a range of management recommendations to ensure the unique
character of Crickhowell is enhanced and maintained.
Areas proposed for inclusion within a revised Conservation Area include:1. Inclusion of part of the Llanbedr Road (west side) comprising an attractive terrace of
houses, including some that are listed, and Rectory Road running parallel with Llanbedr
Road to the North West.
2. The inclusion of the Bullpit Picnic site is an area of meadow alongside the River Usk on
the northwest side of Crickhowell Bridge. This area provides an important area of
amenity space for the town and is also visually important in the foreground of the town
as it steps up the slope away from the river.
Areas proposed for deletion within a revised Conservation Area include:3. The modern housing development just of the eastern end of Castle Road is built within
the grounds of the demolished Glanyrafon, an early 19th century house. The boundary
walls of the former kitchen garden to a historic house survive and are a strong presence
on the road side. It is proposed to amend the conservation area boundary to remove
the housing estate but retain the area defined by the surviving boundary wall to the
former kitchen garden.
4. A small area of Mill Street with modern housing is also proposed for deletion.
In addition to these substantive additions/deletions, minor amendments are proposed to ensure
that the Conservation Area follows logical line on the ground, and doesn’t cut through buildings
etc.
The amended boundary is given below (labelled figure 16)

1.3

Implications

It is proposed to consult on the proposed amendments to seek community and stakeholder
views in relation to the appropriateness of the reviewed boundary.
Following close of the consultation, all representations received will be reviewed and
responded to. Where necessary the Conservation Area Appraisal will be amended. All
comments received and Officer responses will be presented to Members.
1.4

Risk

The Conservation Area in Crickhowell has not been reviewed since its inception in 1969.
Failure to take forward this review would put the NPA at odds with the duty set out in the
Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.
The consultation process is aimed at raising awareness of the proposed amendments to the
Crickhowell Conservation Area. Such a consultation should mitigate risk associated with the
changes to the Conservation Area and the policy context.

1.5

Conclusion

The Conservation Area at Crickhowell is aimed at protecting and enhancing the special
character of the area. This review forms part of our statutory duty as a planning authority.
The review is necessary to ensure that the basis of the Conservation Area is justifiable and up
to date. The consultation phase will enable all those with an interest in Crickhowell to input
into the review process.
RECOMMENDATION(S):
a) To approve the publication of the Crickhowell Conservation Area Appraisal
(Consultation draft) for the purposes of an 8 week public consultation

